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Summary of Judge 43(C) First Instance Verdict, 2006
Keywords: Defamation, Intentional Infliction of Bodily Harm, Suspended Sentence.
Facts and Decision: The incident took place in April 2005 in Kampong Cham Province.
Two women, aged between 25 and 30, exchanged insults ("husband-stealer/adulterer™) which led
to a violent dispute involving stone-throwing, resulting in injuries to both sides. Neither party
had any previous criminal record. They filed cross-complaints against each other.  Plaintiff 1:
Alleged defamation and infliction of bodily harm, claiming total damages of nearly $3,000;



plaintiff 2: Counter-alleged bodily harm, claiming damages of approximately $750. They were
charged basing on Articles 41 and 63 of the Transitional Criminal Code. Neither party was
placed in pre-trial detention.

Hearing and Verdict: The judge held a hearing in June and issued Verdict No. 43(C):
First woman was sentenced to a term of months in prison, but the sentence was suspended for a
period of five years, and she was ordered to pay $750 in damages while the second woman was
sentenced to two months in prison, but the sentence was suspended, and she was ordered to pay
$250 in damages.

Notes: A. the judge notably used the phrase "moderately guilty” (818 ﬁ{gfﬂ nﬁénjﬁ ),

a new term which has not been previously explained or interpreted. B. The sentences imposed
appear to be light, and furthermore, the prison sentences were suspended, and C. The time
elapsed between the date of the incident and the day of the hearing was 1 year and 2 months.



