Question
What Is Universal Jurisdiction? 

Answer


In current time, criminal offense has complexity and is transnational. National and International Criminal Law set forth many types of jurisdictions, paving way for courts to adjudicate. Those jurisdictions have grounded basing on place of crimes (2009 Cambodian Criminal Code provides broad types of jurisdictions in Chapter 3). Of them, there is called “universal jurisdiction”? What is it?


It is jurisdiction whereby courts of all States is entitle to judge criminal offences regardless of commission places, nationality of victims and offenders. It is limitedly applicable to few serious crimes under international law, such as genocide or torture whose consequence of their commission is widespread and shocks the world. It justifies involvement of all States, regarded as victims of crimes, shall together abolish or prevent impunity, by ensuring that offender does not go unpunished. In response, State has obligation to prosecute or extradite those suspects of crimes. Article 7 of the 1984 Torture Convention to which Cambodian is the party in 1992 provides as such: 
“1. The State Party in the territory under whose jurisdiction a person alleged to have committed any offence referred to in article 4 is found shall in the cases contemplated in article 5, if it does not extradite him, submit the case to its competent authorities for the purpose of prosecution”


Further readings: 1. Roger O’Keefe, Universal Jurisdiction: Clarifying the Basic Concept, Journal of International Criminal Justice 2(2004), 735-760; 2. ICRC, universal jurisdiction over war crimes, file:///C:/Users/poozs/Downloads/universal-jurisdiction-icrc-eng.pdf; 3. FIDH, Universal Jurisdiction Annual Review, 2016.

