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Defence Response to Groups 1 and 2-Civil Parties’ Co-Laywers Joint Request for A
Ruling on the Standing of Civil Party Lawyers to Make Submissions on Sentencing, ECCC,
E72/2 (18 August 2009)

Key Issues: Civil Parties, right to make submissions.

Facts/Arguments: Defence counsel asserted that under the civil law principle, only the
Prosecutor has the right to make submissions on sentencing during the trial. The French Criminal
Procedure Code does not permit Civil Parties to make such submissions, which may be why
other Civil Party groups did not join the request. They claimed that neither the ECCC IRs nor the
Cambodian Criminal Procedure Code allows Civil Parties to make submissions on sentencing.
Finally, the Defence noted that two witnesses were proposed by the Civil Parties to be called,
which could assist the TC in determining the sentence to be imposed.
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