(GG 218 (Absolute Rights)

Article 3 of the ECHR (European Convention on Human Rights) expresses one of the
fundamental values of democratic societies. It prohibits torture and inhuman or degrading
treatment in absolute terms. This provision allows no exception, and cannot be derogated from
during states of emergency (ECHR, Aydm v Turkey, Judgement of 25 September 1997, para.
81).
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The Committee likewise observes that no justification or extenuating circumstances may
be invoked to excuse a violation of article 7 for any reasons, including those based on an order
from a superior officer or public authority” (HRC General Comment no. 20 of 10 March 1992 on
Article 7 of ICCPR, para.3).
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