NoN POTEST Rex Gratiam facere cum
Injuria et Damno ALIORUM (3 Inst. 236.)

The king cannot confer a favor on one
subject which occasions injury and loss to
others.

It is an ancient and constant rule of law, that
the king's grants are invalid when they
destroy or derogate from rights, privileges,
or immunities previously vested in another
subject: the Crown, for example, cannot
enable a subject to erect a market or fair so
near that of another person as to affect his
interests therein. Nor can the king grant the
same thing in possession to one, which he or
his progenitors have granted to another. If
the king's grant reciting that A. holds the
manor of Blackacre for life, grants it to B.
for life; in this case the law implies that the
second grant is to take effect after the
determination of the first. And if the king,
being tenant for life of certain land, grant it
to one and his heirs, the grant is void, for the
king has taken upon himself to grant a

greater estate than he lawfully could grant.
On the same principle, the crown
cannot at common law pardon an offence
against a penal statute after information
brought, for thereby the informer has
acquired a private property in his part of the
penalty. Nor can the king pardon a private
nuisance while it remains unredressed, or so
as to prevent an abatement of it, though
afterwards he may remit the fine; and the
reason is that, though the prosecution is
vested in the Crown, to avoid multiplicity of
suits, yet (during its continuance) this
offence savors more of the nature of a
private injury to each individual in the
neighborhood, than of a public wrong. So, if
the king grant lands, forfeited to him upon a
conviction for treason, to a third person, he
cannot afterwards, by his grant, devest the

property so granted in favor of the original
owner.
(pages 4-5 from A Selection of Legal
Maxims, 1874)
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