Summary of Supreme Court (SC) Judgment No. 20 dated on 30 March 2005
1. Keywords: forging of private letter, dismissal of charge, fake testimony, and first appeal to the SC.

2. Facts and Proceedings: charged person bought a piece of land from the district official, and SC in civil litigation decided the land belonged to her. Subsequently, another person alleged her to forge private letter to gain that land lot. She was charged with forging pursuant to article 50 of UNTAC Criminal Law and Procedure committed in Banteaymeanchey province on 17 December 1998. Investigating judge (IJ) issued dismiss order no.4 dated on 4 February 2002 on the charge. Likewise, the Appellate Court (AC) upheld the order via judgement no. 60 of 29 December 2003. Appellant filed complaint against the judgement to the SC. The SC decided to return the criminal case to the provincial court for further legal proceeding.
3. Reasons: 1. Considered that the facts that the AC dismissed of the charge and maintained the order of IJ with reasons that the disputed land belongs to O Chrove district and charged person bought from the district on…and the SC finally decided handing over the land to her were without sufficient reasons because in the civil judgement, then SC believed that it was land sold to the charged person; however, in this case, Ministry of Finance asserted that the disputed land was not land of district. 2. Considered that this case is related to other suspects jointly produced documents, made court to believe and they were not charged; no yet investigated into liability of each person in the case of testimony faking.

Decided to return this criminal case to the provincial court to take further legal proceeding.
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