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[Oposa et al v. Fulgencio S. Factoran Jr. et al. (G.R. No. 101083)]
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Y A cause of action is defined as: ". . . an act or omission of one party in violation of the legal
right or rights of the other; and its essential elements are legal right of the plaintiff, correlative
obligation of the defendant, and act or omission of the defendant in violation of said legal right."
(Marao Sugar Central Co. vs. Barrios, 79 Phil. 666 [1947];
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% "In the case now before us, the jurisdictional objection becomes even less tenable and decisive.
The reason is that, even if we were to assume that the issue presented before us was political in
nature, we would still not be precluded from resolving it under the expanded jurisdiction
conferred upon us that now covers, in proper cases, even the political question. Article VII,
Section 1, of the Constitution clearly provides: "Judicial power includes the duty of the courts of
justice to settle actual controversies involving rights which are legally demandable and
enforceable, and to determine whether or not there has been a grave abuse of discretion amounting
to lack or excess of jurisdiction on the part of any branch or instrumentality of the Government.”,
para.3.

8 . Provided, that when the national interest so requires, the President may amend, modify,

replace or rescind any contract, concession, permit, licenses or any other form of privilege
granted herein .. .", p. 16.
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“"SEC. 16. The State shall protect and advance the right of the people to a balanced and healthful
ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of nature."



