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JUDGMENT
HUGGINS, J.A. :

The Public Works Department was re-decorating a bungalow. An air conditioning unit had been removed and the gap covered by a piece of plywood. The appellant removed the plywood and entered the house through that hole. He then stole 11 tins of paint and 4 brushes to a total value of $229.10. The bungalow was unoccupied at the time. The stolen items were recovered, but the appellant had two previous convictions for theft. He pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 18 months' imprisonment. He appeals against that sentence.

The trial judge observed that theft cases in houses were on the rise. Before us the appellant has pleaded for leniency — pointing out that he had 5 children who needed his attention and his financial support and that he had bank loans to be repaid.

In all the circumstances we cannot think that the sentence was manifestly excessive and the appeal must be dismissed.
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